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Assignment Criteria 
For this assignment, candidates can demonstrate their learning by: 
a)  Showing awareness of how learners’ backgrounds, previous learning experience and learning styles affect learning.  
b)  Identifying the learners’ language/skills needs.   
c)  Correctly using terminology relating to the description of language systems and language skills  
d)  Selecting appropriate material and/or resources to aid the learners’ language development.  
e)  Providing a rationale for using specific activities with learners.  
f)   Finding, selecting and referencing information from one or more sources 
g)  Using written language that is clear, accurate and appropriate to task.   
Reference: CELTA Syllabus and Assessment Guidelines 

 
What are we looking for?  An assignment that... You Tutor’s Comments 
PART 1   
Provides information on the learner’s age, nationality, 
level of English and reasons for learning English. 

 
   

 

Provides information on learners’ classroom behaviour.  
   

 

Provides information on students’ learning styles and 
preferences. 

 
   

 

PART 2   
Identifies and gives specific examples of weaknesses in 
learners’ grammatical, phonological and lexical abilities, 
including plausible reasons for the errors. 

 
   

 

Identifies and gives specific examples of weaknesses in 
learners’ skills. 

  

PART 3   
Provides evidence of ability to select appropriate 
activities to suit the needs and learning styles of a 
specific learner, including a rationale.  One activity for 
systems, one for skills. 

 
   

 

ALSO THE ASSIGNMENT…   
Is complete, i.e. answers all sections and adheres to 
word limit and is written as outlined 

 
   

 

Uses clear and coherent language and is essentially free 
of mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 
  

 

Provides a bibliography of background reading and 
includes references to reading. 

   
 

 

Overall Comment: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tutor’s signature:                                                       Date: 
 
Double marked by:                                                       Date: 
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Assignment 1 - Focus on the Learner 
 

This is a very practical assignment. It is designed to help you develop insight into 
students as people and learners.  You will choose a student and get to know him/her so 
that you can analyze their strengths and weaknesses in learning English.  
 
You will need to choose a student from your current TP group and arrange a time to 
meet and interview him/her. During the session, record your conversation (you should 
ask them first) and give the student a couple of tasks to evaluate their abilities in both 
skills and systems. They could do these at home and send them to you via email. You do 
not need to include these samples in the assignment. 
 
You can use writing and reading from their class tasks to assess their skills. You should 
observe them in class and give them a questionnaire to talk about their learning style.  
 
You then select two activities (not included in the word count) for your learner based on 
your findings and which are suitable to develop your student’s needs. 
 
 
Format: 
 

• Use the headings given to frame your assignment. 
 

• Write between 750 and 1000 words in total   
 

• Please write as paragraphs in continuous prose, and accurate English.  
 
 
Include specific references to reading, in the body of your assignment: 
 

e.g. Spanish learners find it hard to hear the stress change in English and ‘cannot 
either recognize or produce the difference in English expressions such as the black 
bird and the blackbird.’ (Swan and Smith: 95) Fabio showed this when we were 
looking at stress on words in the lesson. He pronounced the sentence ‘I live in a 
green house’ as greenhouse and found it hard to shift the stress, despite drilling.  

 
References should be in your bibliography: 
 
               Swan M and Smith B (2001)  Learner English  CUP 
 

 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

 
Candidates can demonstrate their learning by: 
 

a. showing awareness of how a learner’s background, previous learning experience and 
learning style(s) affect learning 

b. identifying the learner’s language/skills needs 
c. correctly using terminology relating to the description of language systems and language 

skills 
d. selecting appropriate material and/or resources to aid learner’s language development 
e. providing a rationale for using specific activities with a learner 
f. finding, selecting and referencing information from one or more sources using written 

language that is clear, accurate and appropriate to the task 
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Part 1 – Student Profile   (approx. 200 words) 
 
 

1. Background: a brief description of the student and his/her background with 
reference to previous learning experiences, their level, needs, motivation, and 
preferred learning styles.  (refer to the questionnaire that you gave them– how 
does it compare to what they said about themselves?)  

 
2. Their performance in the classroom: contributions, how they are managing, 

working with others, their progress, etc.  
 
 
Part 2 – Student’s Ability in Skills (approx. 350 words) 
 
 
Choose one productive and one receptive skill and assess the student’s 
strengths and weaknesses in each.  Give examples of the language they are 
using to support your points.   Look at the following to help you think about what 
to focus on: 
 
   •     Reading – can they access texts adequately for their level?  How do they find 

information/ meaning of words in context / type of questions they can answer for 
comprehension.  Can they skim and scan a text or do they read every word? Can 
they infer meaning from text or must it be literal?  In class do they find the texts 
easy or difficult? How do they understand new words – can/do they use a 
dictionary or try to work it out themselves? 

 
   •     Listening – do they need to hear things repeated? In class, do they understand 

the listening material for this level; are they good at listening for specific 
information? Do they pick up on the overall theme?  Can they engage in 
conversation, understand others at this level?  

 
   •     Speaking – are they accurate and fluent?  Do they speak using a range of 

structures or quite simple? Do they speak in ‘broken’ English or is it quite fluent? 
How confident are they?  Is meaning and content there but not accurate?  What 
are they able to talk about?  Can you have a conversation/good interaction 
pattern?  Do they need time to formulate their answers or are they able to ‘think’ 
in English so quite quick. What do they find difficult?   Is there any L1 
interference?  Avoid talking about pronunciation as this will come up in the 
Systems section. 

 
 
   •  Writing – get a piece of writing from your student – something they have done in 

class or something you have given them for homework.  Look at their writing and 
analyze for their ability. Is their writing accurate, punctuated?  Is their 
handwriting legible/cursive?  Can they write in complex sentences (longer, using 
joining devices)?  Can they develop ideas or is it quite simple. What is strong 
about their writing: eg: are they adventurous, trying to use interesting vocab, 
using wide range of connecting devices, guiding the reader etc.  What kinds of 
common errors do they make? Give specific examples. 
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 Part 2 - Student’s Ability in Systems  (approx. 350 words) 
    
         Assess your student’s ability in ‘systems’:   
 
For this section, you should use the errors grid to help you record and analyse their errors. 
 
            •     Grammar – what are they good at and what do they need to work on? 

e.g.  accuracy / mixing tenses / word omissions – why?  (L1?) 
          common mistakes they make, what they find easy/difficult, confusing for them. 

Give specific examples.   
 
   •     Pronunciation – what is good/clear (and why?), sounds they find difficult (and 

why?), word stress and intonation issues – this is often different in their own. 
Does their accent impede understanding or they are clearly understood. 
Give specific examples 

 
   •     Lexis (vocabulary) – range, good/poor usage, repetitive.  Remember to think 

about their level – we can’t expect them to know more words than their level 
expects. Type of words they use – any L1 related issues?  What type of words 
they find difficult and why.  Give specific examples 

 
          Make sure you have specific examples of what they have said/written. For 

example: Alex gets confused with tenses, often using the present simple rather 
than the past when referring to past actions. 
 E.g. Yesterday, I go to see a movie. 

 
Learner English  by Swan and Smith is very good reference for this section as it looks 
at language issues for different nationalities/languages.  
 
 
Remember: We know these students as well, so an accurate assessment is 
important and part of the assessment. (i.e. don’t make it up!) 
 
Part 3 – Activities    with a rationale (min 100 words) 
 
   •     Focus on two different problem areas for your learner 

-  one from ‘systems’ and 
-  one from “skills”. 

 
 Find one systems activity and one skills activity that will help him/her develop 
and improve in these areas. You can select from either your course book or other 
resources.  

 
   •     Make a copy of each activity. Make it look presentable. Write the source and 

reference on the handout. ( Please do not copy a whole page, just the activity.) 
 
   •     For each activity say why you chose it and how it will help your student. 
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Deadline:  Sunday, Week 2  
 
You can use these questions and add your own: 
 
 

These questions can be focussed on during TP 
 

1. What kinds of activities do they seem to prefer? 
2. Are there any activities they seem to dislike? 
3. How do they react to working with others in class? 
4. Do they contribute to pair/group work? 
5. Who are the stronger / weaker members of the group? 
6. Note down examples of good language used.   
7. Which topics do they seem to enjoy/not like talking about? 
8. Note down any pronunciation/grammatical/lexical errors the students make? (e.g. sounds, stress, 

intonation, verb tenses, articles, word order, etc) so that you can give examples. 
9. Observe the students listening and reading abilities.  Are they better at gist or specific 

reading/listening?  Is it necessary to pre-teach vocabulary?  Do they worry about words they don’t 

know?   
 

These questions could be asked in an interview or informal chat 
 

1. How long has s/he been learning English? 
2. Does s/he like learning English? 
3. What is her/his mother tongue?  Is English second/third language? 
4. Does s/he have any experience of learning another language? 
5. Does s/he have any specific aims in learning English? (e.g. study / need it for work) 
6. What does the learner do for a living? 
7. Is this their first English learning experience?   Have they learnt English before?  Where?  How long? 
8. In their previous learning experience, what kinds of methods were used? 
9. What did they enjoy/not like about their previous learning? 
10. What do they like doing in class?   
11. Which areas of their English do they feel they need work on? 
12. What do they find easy/difficult to do in class? 
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A pass assignment shows that a candidate can: 
 

• show an awareness of how learners’ background, previous learning experience and 
learning styles affect learning; 

• identify the learners’ language needs; 
• correctly use terminology relating to the description of language systems and 

language skills; 
• select appropriate materials and/or resources to aid the learners’ language 

development; 
• provide a rationale for the use of specific activities with learners; 
• find, select and reference information from one or more sources using written 

language that is clear, accurate and appropriate to the task. 
 
Suggested reference materials: 
 
There is a list of supplementary material books in the brown cupboard. ‘Learner English’ by 
Michael Swan (CUP) might also be helpful. 
 
Key input sessions to help you with this assignment: 
 
The sessions on language analysis and phonology might be useful depending on the 
linguistic problems you identify. You’ll also have time to interview the students in the class 
during the first week of the course. 
 
Some common pitfalls that can lead to a resubmission: 
 

1. Not covering all the areas listed in Part 1 and/or being too general in Part 1. 
2. Focussing on problems that aren’t appropriate to the level of the TP group. 
3. Describing activities in Part 3 which don’t address the areas for development outlined 

in Part 2. 
4. Not providing a clear rationale for the selection of these activities – remember to 

ensure that the activities selected include an element of oral production. 
5. Failing to attach referenced copies of the activities to the assignment. 
6. Creating your own practice activities which aren’t based on any 

published materials.   
 
Include at the end of the assessment: 
 

• a bibliography 
• referenced copies of the two practice activities 
• a final word count 
 

 
 
 
 
 


